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the forcible dispersal of processions and meetings. It has meant
secret as well as open goondalsrn by what are called the special police,
who wear no uniforms and who get only Rs. 5 a month. This
body of special police contains, in many cases, the worst rowdies
and drunkards in various localities.   Their special business is to
quietly mix with the crowds and start sudden goondaism.   It has
become physically impossible to hold any decent meeting or pro-
cession or demonstration in the face of such goondaism. In Ney-
yattinkara, Alleppey, Palai, Karunagapilly and many other places
such goondaism has appeared openly.

$. Mulling of the Press, No doubt, there are several papers
in Travancore which appear regularly. Not one of them
would publish reports or news of State Congress meetings and
demonstrations. Statements issued by Acting President of the
State Congress or by State Congress leaders never appear in them.
In many cases, people in one part of the State never knew anything
of what happened in another part except from news appearing in
the English papers at Madras. This was proved when police
frightfulness occurred in Neyyattinkara and Palai.

^But the Travancore Government did not rest content with. the
above items of repression. Every officer, from the highest to the
lowest, went about the country treating every State Congressman
or sympathizer not merely as one belonging to a disturbing poli-
tical party, but as an enemy to be hunted down by every means in
their power. Another severe trial for those engaged in the struggle
has been police violence in lock-ups. Volunteers who are under
arrest and awaiting trial are mercilessly beaten and very often dis-
charged after several weeks of detention without trial.

"Every time State Congress leaders published allegations against
the Travancore police, the Government as often came out with
categorical and wholesale denials. But Shri G. Ramachandran^s
specific allegations regarding police terrorism at Neyyattinkara
and Palai published in The Hindu of Madras, supported by unim-
peachable data, have at last compelled the Government to order an
official enquiry. It is significant that the enquiry has been ordered
long after the Government had published categorical and whole-
sale denials of the allegation.  The public are still awaiting the
Endings of the enquiry.

"The most disquieting development in the present situation has
yet to be related. This is the direct and open encouragement given
to the various communal organizations in Travancore by the
authorities, including the De-wan, Sir C P. Ramaswami Aiyar
himself. At one time. Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar used to say
that it was the presence of various communal organizations in
Travancore which prevented him from inaugurating any scheme
of responsible government in Travancore. But to-day his policy
clearly appears to be to encourage each and every communal or-